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Empirical studies of earthquake reconstruction assistance through eco-tourism in Miyako city, Iwate

From over thousand years treasure hunting to Ecotourism
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The Great East Earthquake Japan caused serious and big damage to ocean side cities of 4 prefectures. Historically and
geologically, it is not unusual matter for the area to be suffered from such a big disaster. People always recovered from big
loss and continued to live for a long time. The energy resource for people to recover and to live as before might be in local
nature, culture, food, lifestyle, community and festivals. This study aims to treasure (resources) hunting with local people
and plan tourism program utilizing those resources in Miyako, lwate. From result, 1) Kagura (Shinto dance) has important
role to encourage people to live this area continuously, 2) Diversity of food and local products proud of lifestyle of every
season. It is suggested that Ecotourism, utilizing local resources, would be a measure to help recovery from the disaster.
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