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Report on the WIT Sustainable Tourism Conference 2024 in Spain
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The 11th International Conference on Sustainable Tourism was held in Seville, Spain, organized
by the Wessex Institute of Technology (WIT), UK, and led by Academic Director Dr. Stavros
Syngellakis.

This conference takes place every two years and brings together experts on sustainable tourism
from all over the world. With about 20-30 speakers, such smaller group fosters a personal
atmosphere, facilitating meaningful interaction among participants. This year, a total of 22 papers
were submitted to the conference, with the following key topics emerging:

1. Sustainability in Tourism Practices

2. Community Involvement and Empowerment

3. Environmental Conservation and Protection

4. Technology and Innovation for Sustainable Tourism

5. Tourism as a Tool for Social and Economic Development

In summary, the conference on sustainable tourism highlighted the critical need for a
comprehensive understanding of the tourism industry's impact on society and the environment. It
emphasized the importance of legal frameworks and economic incentives to promote sustainable
practices, such as environmental education and eco-friendly technologies, for instance, to mitigate
overtourism leading not only to high energy consumption, disruption of the environment and
nature, congestion and noise pollution, but also to high land and rental prices.

Key topics discussed included environmental conservation, the role of tourism in social and
economic development, ultimately aiming to empower local communities and foster cooperation
across various sectors for a more sustainable future in tourism.

Papers presented at this conference will appear in Vol. 263 of the WIT Transactions on Ecology
and the Environment (ISSN 1743-3541). The next conference is scheduled to take place in 2026,
however, the conference venue has not yet been determined.

Finally, the conference dinner at Restaurant Los Seises Seville, a restored 16th-century palace,
featured exquisite Andalusian cuisine and stunning rooftop views of Seville Cathedral, leaving
participants much impressed.
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